
"But they take that test before we see them!" -

An Update on the Michigan Merit Exam

2011 Michigan CTE Conference

January 31, 2011

Andrew Middlestead

Test Development Manager / OEAA



What are we going to talk about?

 Why do we have to talk about the MME?

 What is the MME?

 How is the MME made up?

 What can CTE educators do to help their 

students be successful on the MME?



Why do we have to talk about the MME?

 Perkins Core Performance Indicators

 1S1 – Academic Achievement in ELA

 1S2 – Academic Achievement in Math

 # of CTE Concentrators who achieve either an 

“Advanced” or “Proficient” performance level on the 

MME for that content area, and “left” school.



Why do we have to talk about the MME?

 Student cut scores for the “Advanced” or 

“Proficient” levels are set by OEAA, approved 

by the State Board of Education, and are the 

same for other state achievement reports

 CTE students used in the calculations for 1S1 

and 1S2 must also be included in the state’s 

AYP calculations.



What is the MME?

 Michigan Merit Exam

 Replaced the High School MEAP exam

 Is the assessment arm of the Michigan 

Merit Curriculum



What is the MME?

 Who takes it?

 All 11th graders

 Two exceptions
1. Student who takes MI-Access based on their IEP – may not 

take any part of MME

2. Student retained/reclassified as grade 11 who meets following 

criteria

* Previously took MME and

* Has valid MME scores in each subject 

(Performance level 1, 2, 3, or 4)

 Grade 12 – students not previously tested due to 

grade reclassification.



How is the MME made up?

MME administered over three 

consecutive days

Student must take complete MME to 

receive valid MME scores in each 

subject and to count as tested



How is the MME made up?

ACT Plus Writing – Day 1

WorkKeys – Day 2

Reading for Information

Applied Mathematics

 Locating Information                    



How is the MME made up?

Michigan Components – Day 3

Mathematics

Science

Social Studies
 Day 3 is necessary to supplement the first 2 days 

where there are gaps between content on ACT 

materials and the MMC.
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How is the MME made up?
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Is this a “real” ACT test?

 Form is equivalent to other ACT test 

forms

 English, Mathematics, Reading, Science, 

and Writing

 Administration must meet standard testing 

requirements

 College Reportable scores to all colleges 

and universities in the US

 NCAA does accept for initial-eligibility



MME Testing Schedule 2011

 Initial Testing Spring 2011

 March   1:  Day 1 ACT Plus Writing

 March   2:  Day 2 WorkKeys 

 March   3:  Day 3 Michigan Components
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MME Testing Schedule 2011

Makeup Testing Spring 2011

 March 15:  Day 1 ACT Plus Writing

 March 16:  Day 2 WorkKeys 

 March 17:  Day 3 Michigan Components



Two student benefits of the MME

 Free college entrance exam

 Free work skills certification eligibility



Score Reports



Score Reports



What can CTE educators do?

 I don’t have the answers!

 Where can we start?

 Quality Discussion



What can CTE educators do?

 What have I heard?

 Academic Integration

 “prerequisites” (for CTE programs)

 Special Ed students…



What can CTE educators do?

 Keytrain.

 Test Preparation courses/programs

 Explore/PLAN

 Test taking strategies for students

 Academic Integration
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